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Hello, 

I hope that you had a zoomful Thanksgiving that allowed you to connect with your family without having to 
travel and put yourself at risk. 

Today, if you have not already uploaded your teams’ booklets to your Dropbox, is the deadline for the second 
practice problem. I hope that you found the Wearable Technology topic enlightening and that your students 
found some futuristic way that we will be able to benefit from some new wearable device.  

In this newsletter, we have include an abbreviated version of the virtual competition proctor instructions as well 
as the Student Oath for Virtual Competitions (a fillable document can be found on the website). Please do not 
rely on what is included here but go to the wafps.org website and read all the instructions. 

Although our GIPS numbers are down this year from last year, we still have 104 GIPS teams and 17 GIPS 
individuals registered at this time.  The 104 teams are broken down into 53 junior teams, 44 middle teams, and 7 
senior teams. We also have one senior team working on a CmPS project as well as two middle level individuals. 
If you still have teams who have not yet registered, the deadline for registering for this year’s competitions is 
December 31. 

The next GIPS topic, Human Environmental Impact, will be due on January 29, 2021. However, if you are a 
scenario writer, your competition deadline is January 18, 2021. Scenario performers have until February 5, 2021 
to complete their competition video and submit it. 

John Buissink 
Affiliate Director 

509-386-6297 
jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com 
  

This video link relates to the QP topic Human Environmental Impact.  
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/5eTCZ9L834s?feature=oembed
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STUDENT OATH FOR GIPS VIRTUAL COMPETITIONS 

New this year is the Student Oath that GIPS competitors will need to complete prior to submitting their GIPS 
QP. Note that this Student Oath does not need to be uploaded with the student booklets. Coaches, please keep 
the Student Oath on file for future reference, if needed. The 2020-2021 Student Oath may be destroyed in the Fall 
of 2021. The Student Oath fillable document is on the WAFPS website. 

 

 

https://973cebb5-cbdb-435d-8ec6-45a66680aedb.filesusr.com/ugd/b13c81_9ceaf034610e49b88c180c165db3ab3c.pdf
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Along with the Student Oath, the WAFPS Board of Directors created a set of proctoring instructions for coaches 
for GIPS virtual competitions. The Board recommends that all coaches follow the proctoring instructions for the 
Qualifying Problem and for the Virtual State Bowl. Thank you to the committee (Debby Benzinger, Matthew 
Bohannan, Ann Foreyt, and John Buissink and to others who shared information that was incorporated into these 
documents) who worked on these instructions and the Student Oath. 

The Proctoring Instructions document can be downloaded from the WAFPS website. Below are a few slides from 
the instructions, which are particularly important; however, the Board asks that all coaches read the entire 
Proctoring Instructions document prior to the virtual competitions. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

  

PROCTORING THE GIPS COMPETITION VIRTUALLY 

https://www.wafps.org/resources-for-coaches
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Showing evidence of research is worth 10 points. Exactly how can your team show such evidence?  Read on to 
review three basic techniques. 

1. Incorporate specific terms.  
The FPS International Office (FPSPI) provides a list of terms and definitions in their publication Readings, 
Research and Resources (RRR). This is a great jumping off point for learning specific vocabulary related to the 
topic.  In addition, when you come across terms as you research, add them to your vocabulary list.  When 
writing challenges, a UP or solutions, look for opportunities to use some of this terminology. Some examples 
from the topic Surveillance Society are written below with terms in bold.  

• Challenge—Since social media was designed to facilitate communication among friends, data mining by 
department stores might erode privacy and undermine confidence in apps, damaging a useful and powerful tool of 
the Internet.  
• Challenge—Because so much information is gathered about ClassicMart shoppers, an unethical employee may 
engage in bluesnarfing, thus compromising shoppers’ privacy.  
• UP—Since some customers (like Jane) may have made poor choices in the past, how might we decrease 
ClassicMart’s profiling for surveillance, so that those stores are not violating civil liberties regulations in 2035?  
• Solution—SecureLock will encrypt all data gathered by ClassicMart.  This will make it more difficult for hackers to 
obtain private information.  
 

2. Cite specific facts/studies.  
When applicable, research information can be added to strengthen a challenge or solution.  The following 
examples show the information from research in bold.   

• Challenge—Research shows that credit rating bureaus will seldom fix inaccurate data.  Since stores like 
ClassicMart depend so heavily on surveillance technology capable of error, the potential for harming individuals could 
be considerable.  
• Challenge—A University of Berkley survey indicated that people have a significant misunderstanding of 
security and privacy of information on their cell phones.  For example, many thought that their cell phones 
were as private as a personal computer. If shoppers at ClassicMart have a similar misunderstanding, they may 
unknowingly provide access to even more information.  
• Solution—Customers will wear anti-Drone garments, such as those featured in Adam Harvey’s Stealth Wear 
clothing line.  These garments will have highly metallized fibers that protect against thermal imaging 
surveillance, thereby masking the wearer’s thermal signature.  
 

3. Choose agencies from your research that have the PIE. 
Rather than use generic implementers of solutions (WHOs), use specific institutions or individuals who have the 
PIE – Power, Interest and Expertise – to implement them. As you research the topic, keep a list of all the 
agencies and people you read about. Use this as a “data base” for experts who might implement certain 
solutions. The following examples use specific people/agencies from the research as WHOs:  

• Civil liberties advocates will pay for advertisements to alert customers of the extent to which ClassicMart uses 
surveillance to gather personal information. When customers are informed of what occurs when they shop, they can 
more effectively determine the appropriate actions to take that will protect their privacy.  
• The European Telecommunications Standards Institute will meet with all executives of companies like 
ClassicMart who are using surveillance technology to monitor their customers. Together they will agree on ethical 
standards to abide by when using surveillance, thus diminishing the chance that customer’s privacy rights will be 
violated.  
• Internet Eyes, an England-based website, will develop an app that can be downloaded to one’s phone.  
Surveillance cameras will only film customers who have activated the app upon entering the store.  This way, those 
who do not wish to be filmed in the store can maintain their privacy.  

 
*Courtesy of Wisconsin FPS 

 

SHOWING RESEARCH 
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CHARITABLE DONATIONS 2020 

Thank you to those of you who have already either donated your time or 
given a direct cash donation!  
 
If you haven’t donated, please consider donating to the Washington 
Future Problem Solving program this year. As part of the Coronavirus 
stimulus package, donations of up $300 to charitable organizations can be 
deducted on the front page of your 2020 tax return, reducing your 
adjusted gross income. Thus, you can make a tax-deductible donation to 
WAFPS without having to itemize. Please consult with your tax 
professional to verify that your individual tax situation can benefit from 
this information. You will receive a receipt for tax purposes. 
 
If you would like to make a cash donation to WAFPS, we do accept checks 
written to Washington Future Problem Solving and sent to this address: 
c/o John Buissink 
817 W. Basalt Ridge Drive 
Spokane, WA 99224 
 

Or, you can donate through the WAFPS website here using PayPal or using a 
credit card/debit. WAFPS is a 501(c)(3) organization. EIN: 91-1728780. 

 

Important Dates 
Dec. 1: PPII Due Date, Topic: 
Wearable Technology 

Jan. 11: CmPS Progress Report 
Due 

Jan. 18: Scenario Writing Due Date 

Jan. 29: QP Due Date, Topic: 
Human Environmental Impact 

Feb. 5: Scenario Performance Due 
Date 

Feb. 19: CmPS Projects Due 

March 10: State Bowl Registration 
Due 

March 24-26: State Bowl, Topic: 
Personalized Medicine 

June 9-13: 2021 International 
Conference, Topic tba 

ARE YOU A MICROSOFT EMPLOYEE?  

If you are a Microsoft employee and volunteer to help with your child’s FPS experience, please consider donating 
the value of your time through Microsoft’s matching funds program. Through Microsoft’s GIVE portal, search 
WAFPS to find the Washington Future Problem Solving program.  

WAFPS is a 501(c)(3) organization. EIN 91-1728780. Questions? Please contact Affiliate Director John Buissink at 
jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com.  

 

             

                FINAL WORDS FROM THE AD'S DESK 

 

 

Thank you, coaches, for your dedication and work this year in providing an FPS opportunity for your students. 
You have gone above and beyond during extremely difficult times to connect with our Washington state 
students. Thank you! 

I hope you have a very merry winter season! 

Please call/text (509) 386-6297 or email me (jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com) any time you have questions. 

N e x t  U p  i n  J a n u a r y :  S c e n a r i o  G u i d e l i n e s  &  m o r e .  

“What we learn with pleasure we never forget.” —Alfred Mercier 

https://www.wafps.org/donate
mailto:jbuissinkwafps@gmail.com
https://www.wafps.org/donate

